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FRENCH RACER TRISTAN VAUTIER ON POLE FOR STAR MAZDA CHAMPIONSHIP ROUND 7 AT
THIS WEEKEND'S DOUBLE-HEADER AT THE 42nd ANNUAL GP3R AT TROIS-RIVIERES

Trois-Riviéres, Quebec / August 5, 2011 — French racer Tristan Vautier, who won from the pole in Round
2 at Barber Motorsports Park, has scored his second pole of the season for Round 7 of this weekend's
Star Mazda Championship presented by
Goodyear double-header at the 42nd annual
GP3R at Trois-Rivieres. Vautier, the
championship points leader since Round 2,
turned a time of 1:01.542 in his #5 JDC
Motorsports / Cecibon / Circuit du Laquais
Mazda. The time is just 2/10ths shy of the lap
record of 1:01.341 set by Texan Rusty Mitchell in
2009 but marks a return to form for the young
native of Grenoble, France, who has had to

content himself with a quartet of top-5 finishes

since his last visit to the top step of the podium.

"Qualifying here is very important, although there are good braking zones for passing into Turn 1 and
Turn 6, so there should be a lot of action in the race," said Vautier. "The JDC Motorsports team worked
very hard to find a tenth of a second here and a tenth there, which turned out to be a good thing
because the top-five cars are all within half a second of each other. If we all manage to get through Turn
1, it should be a really exciting race for the fans, and it will be a major thing to the drivers because your
fast lap in Saturday's race will set your grid position for Sunday's race."

Starting from the outside of the front row will be Brazilian racer Jodo Victor Horto, winner of Round 6 at
Mosport two weeks ago, who turned a lap of 1:01.790 in the #7 Juncos Racing / Programa Leildes Mazda.
Not only is he carrying the momentum of his first-ever Star Mazda Championship win into this weekend
with him — along with the championship-caliber expertise of the Juncos Racing team that won the 2010
championship — but he is the highest-finishing driver in the field who drove in this event last year, finishing
6th.

Starting 3rd, from the inside of Row 2 will be Florida racer Nick Andries, currently 3rd in the
championship with a trio of podium finishes in Rounds 2,3 & 4. Andries, who started from the pole on
the Milwaukee Mile oval and has scored two fastest race laps, set a time of 1:01.793... just .003 sec. off
the front row. Starting next to him on the outside of Row 2 will be one of two 2-race winners so far this
season Sage Karam, the 2010 USF2000 champion and winner of the Mazda Road to Indy scholarship to
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race in the 2011 Star Mazda Championship. Karam, a native of Nazareth, PA, turned a lap of 1:01.844 in
his #88 Andretti Autosport / MAZDASPEED / Comfort Revolution Mazda.

Rounding out the top-5 is Californian Connor De Phillippi, winner of two races so far this season (Rounds
1 & 3). Currently second in the championship points battle, De Phillippi, the 2009 Skip Barber Pro Series
champion who moved up to the Star Mazda Championship in 2010 courtesy of scholarship funding from
the Mazda Road to Indy, turned a lap of 1.01.971... placing all five of the top qualifiers within %-second
of each other, a situation destined to make Lap 1, Turn 1 a 'must-watch' moment.

The lone Quebec driver in the field, Jérimy Daniel, wound up 13th on the grid with a lap of 1:03.406 in the
#26 Daniel Racing / FixAuto / Sherwin-Williams Mazda. The top-qualifying driver in the Expert Series for
racers 30 and older was 2010 Expert Series champion J.W. Roberts. Both driver for and owner of Team
GDT, Roberts turned a lap of 1:02.944 in his #65 Team GDT / General Data Tech Mazda to sit 11th on the
starting grid. Team GDT driver Alex Ardoin, who is acting as driver coach this weekend, won this event
overall in both 2009 and 2010 and J.W. Roberts won the Expert Series in 2010.

Pos No. Name Best Tm S?:Zitd LIanp Diff Gap Sponsor

:01.542 88.956 7 Cecibon, Circuit du Laquais, Fontanel

:01.790 88.599 7 0.248 0.248 Programa LeilLoes

Lithionics Battery / GS610 Brake Fluid / Trademark
Garage Floors

:01.844 88.521 8 0.302 0.051 MAZDASPEED / Comfort Revolution

5 Tristan Vautier
7 J.V. Horto

1 1
2 1
3 81 Nick Andries 1:01.793 88.595 9 0.251 0.003
4 88 Sage Karam 1
5 1

11 gr?ﬁll?p)o;i De :01.971 88.340 8 0.429 0.127 Justice Brothers Products / Trademark Garage Floors
6 28 Gustavo 1:02.165 88.064 12 0.623 0.194 www.truecar.com / Truecar, Inc.
Menezes

Mosport Ireland / Irish Sports Council / General Data

7 48 Patrick McKenna 1:02.360 87.789 7 0.818 0.195 Tech
8 39 Joao Jardim :02.864 87.085 6 1.322 0.504
Tatiana .
9 10 Calderon :02.867 87.081 3 1.325 0.003 JAC Motors

10 20 Carlos Linares
11 65 J.W. Roberts
12 72 Larry Pegram
13 26 Jérimy Daniel
14 23 Walt Bowlin

:02.868 87.080 51.326 0.001 Mindeporte

:02.944 86.974 51.402 0.076

:03.320 86.458 15 1.778 0.376 Foremost Insurance / Tampa Bay Jaw Surgery
:03.406 86.341 9 1.864 0.086 FixAuto / Sherwin-Williams

:05.030 84.185 4 3.488 1.624 Tampa Bay Jaw Surgery

R = T T = T = =

The pool of talent and experience that makes up this year's grid for the Star Mazda Championship
presented by Goodyear is as deep as it has ever been, and fans at the GP3R are assured of two exciting
races. Race 1 will take the green light for the series' traditional F1-style standing start at 1:00pm Saturday,
August 6. With each driver's fastest lap during the race used to set the grid for Race 2, there will be no
additional qualifying session and the green light for the second race of the weekend will flash at 11:00 am
Sunday, August 7. All times are Eastern.
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For more information on the Star Mazda Championship and its drivers, as well as the Mazda Road to Indy,
please visit th and www.mazdausa.com. For information, interviews and photos, contact Star Mazda
Communications Director Peter Frey at (818) 398-5733 or StarMazdaPR@aol.com.

Twitter: http://www.twitter.com/starmazdaseries

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/starmazdaseries

Live timing: http://livetiming.net/StarMazda/

On any given weekend, there are more Mazdas on the road-race tracks of America than any other brand of
vehicle. At the track, you’ll see MX-5 Miata, RX-8, MAZDA3, MAZDA6, RX-7 and other vintage Mazda
models competing, because every Mazda has the Soul of a Sports Car. For more information on the
various Mazda spec series, visit:

www.mx-5cup.com www.skipbarber.com www.usf2000.com  www.starmazda.com

Dean Case / Communications Officer / MAZDASPEED Motorsports / (310) 318-4582
E-mail: MAZDASPEED @MazdaUSA.com
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